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Arts in Washington, she has played before a wide range of audi-
ences and learned to bridge gaps of culture and distance through 
her music.  

Iliana Matos
Saturday, October 22

Hailed as a “Guitar Guru”, (E. 
Veritas, University of Miami), 
Cuban born Iliana Matos has 
won many prestigious awards, 
including first prizes in the 
Andrés Segovia in Palma de 

Mallorca, Luys Milán, and Manuel Ponce International 
Guitar Competitions. She made history by becoming the 
first woman to win the prestigious S.A.R. La Infanta Doña 
Cristina International Guitar Competition, and the only 
guitarist to win the special prize for Best Interpretation of 
Spanish Music in two consecutive years, 1995 and 1996. 

Her highly acclaimed GSP CD “Angels in The Street” has 
earned universal acclaim from critics: “Her name deserves to 
go down in guitar history as one of the great players of our time.” 
(Classical Guitar Magazine); “a match-made-in-heaven 
recording that is about as perfect as guitar records get... she 
simply, radiantly shines, a virtuoso in service to the music” 
(American Record Guide).

With her love of contemporary music and desire to devel-
op the guitar repertoire, Iliana Matos has premiered works 
by numerous composers, including Eduardo Morales, 
Tomás Marco, Zulema de la Cruz, and many others. As well, 
she has performed extensively throughout Latin American, 
USA, Europe, Africa and the Middle East.  

Lily Afshar 
Saturday, September 17

Lily Afshar has grounded her career 
on a strong foundation of excellent for-
mal education. With a bachelor’s degree 
from The Boston Conservatory, she 
earned her Master of Music at The New 
England Conservatory and went on to 
study at Florida State University, where 

she became the first woman in the world to be awarded the 
degree of Doctor of Music in guitar performance. She conducts 
master classes worldwide and has released many acclaimed 
recordings and instructional DVD’s for guitar. As a performing 
guitarist, she has won a top prize in the Guitar Foundation of 
America Competition, Grand Prize in the Aspen Music Festival 
Guitar Competition, the Orville H. Gibson Award for Best 
Female Classical Guitarist, and a National Endowment for the 
Arts Recording Award, among others, and she was chosen as an 
“Artistic Ambassador” to Africa for the United States Information 
Agency.   

A true citizen of the world, Afshar’s concert touring has taken 
her to solo, chamber music, and orchestral performance venues 
in North and South America, Europe, Asia, and Africa. From 
Wigmore Hall in London to the Kennedy Center for Performing 

From the editor:
In addition to getting ready for our next season, and getting 

excited about hearing some fabulous music in the great outdoors, 
summer for non-profit organizations like ours in Minnesota 
means grant writing. Your memberships and generous donations 
to the Minnesota Guitar Society mean that we can show potential 
donors that we are a financially healthy organization with the 
support of a local, appreciative audience. We are now entering 
our 31st season of offering a concert series dedicated to the guitar. 
We are the only music organization in Minnesota with this mis-
sion. Your support is appreciated and vital. 

We are seeking input about our organization via a survey 
that will be included in this newsletter and can also be accessed 
online via this link: <https://www.surveymonkey.com/
r/27CHCLD>.  Please take some time to respond. Your answers 
will guide our programming in the future. 

This issue highlights our 2016-17 season artists as well as local 
festivals that will feature the guitar,  as well as new member 
recordings. Feel free to contact the editor at <mgdir@mnguitar.
org>. Go outside and play and listen!

Sincerely,
Emily Youngdahl Wright
Managing Director  
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At twenty-one, Garcia has already won several international 
competition prizes including first prize at the Guitar Foundation 
of America in Oklahoma City in 2015. Garcia has already begun an 
international concert career, having performed in France, Spain, 
England, Germany, Romania, Hungary, Canada, United States, 
Brazil, Greece, Argentina, Mexico, Russia, and China. 

In his native France, Garcia was recently featured on La Boîte 
à Musique (The Music Box) where he was invited to perform on 
national television by Jean-François Zygel. Garcia was also recent-
ly awarded the distinction of “filleul” (Godson) by the Académie 
Charles Cross, a cultural organization that acts as an intermediary 
between goverment policy makers and professional musicians in 
France.
All Strings Considered - Guitarathon  
Saturday, January 21

Join us for a delightful evening of music played by Minnesota 
musicians on instruments from the guitar family.
Mobius Trio 
Friday, February 24

Described by the eminent Sergio 
Assad as “the most inventive and 
exciting young guitar ensemble 
today,” Mobius Trio has made it its 
mission to fully integrate the clas-
sical guitar into the 21st century’s adventurous musical lexicon. 
The Trio exclusively performs music that they have commissioned; 
they seek to expand the guitar ensemble’s repertoire to encom-
pass all of the myriad currents passing through contemporary art 
music. Mobius Trio has commissioned over three dozen compos-
ers in their first few years of existence, and that pace isn’t slowing. 
Recent commissions include Sergio Assad, Luciano Chessa, and 
Ryan Brown, with more pieces and collaborations on the way.

Mobius Trio was formed in 2010 by guitarists Robert Nance, 
Mason Fish, and Matthew Holmes-Linder while studying at the 
San Francisco Conservatory of Music. They started things off with 
a bang, commissioning and learning five pieces within the span 
of a couple of months, and performing many of those pieces at 
Washington, DC’s Kennedy Center the following April. Matt, Rob, 
and Mason are all accomplished, competition-winning guitar-
ists in their own right, and they all live and work in San Francisco.  
When not rehearsing, the group enjoys home brewing, BBQ, hacky 
sack, and nature documentaries.

Dean Magraw 
Saturday, November 12

Dean Magraw’s life as a guitarist, 
composer, arranger, and producer 
reveals an artist uniquely consistent in 
his ability to rise to the highest level of 
musical expression in a dazzling array 
of contexts. 

Dean’s passion transcends all per-
ceived musical boundaries, yet the vital 

essence of his distinctive style is ever present, whether he’s per-
forming and recording as a solo artist, leading his own ensembles 
such as the experimental jam band Eight Head, or collaborating 
with such notables as Japanese shamisen prodigy Nitta Masahiro, 
classical violinist Nigel Kennedy, South Indian vocalist and vina 
virtuoso Nirmala Rajasheker, epic songstress and storyteller 
Ruth MacKenzie, Irish supergroup Altan, radio and film celebrity 
Garrison Keillor, jazz bassist Anthony Cox, and countless others.

Once the listener gets beyond the history and into the mystery, 
Dean the musician takes over: with tone and taste, unveiling 
soulful melodic grooves intricately designed to heal the broken 
dancer, confuse the boldest mathematician, and eradicate ennui 
in our lifetime.

“Dean Magraw… so liquid, lyrical and effortless it’s like  
listening to a dancer.” -Steve Tibbets

GFA winner Thibaut Garcia
Saturday, December 10

Born in Toulouse, France, Thibaut 
Garcia began to play the guitar at the age 
of seven. Garcia credits his Spanish ori-
gins as a primary influence on his way of 
thinking. He studied in Toulouse where 
he received his chamber music diploma 

and his guitar diploma, with academic honors. At sixteen, Garcia 
entered the Conservatoire National Supérieur de Musique et de 
Danse de Paris, where he would complete his Bachelor’s, with 
academic superlatives, with Olivier Chassain. He currently stud-
ies privately with Judicaël Perroy.

continued on p. 4
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 Concert Series, continued from p. 2

To reserve tickets for any Sundin Music Hall 
concert, please call 612-677-1151 or visit 
the MGS web site, <www.mnguitar.org>.
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classes in West and East Europe, in North and South America and 
in Japan. 

Raphaella studied classical music at the Royal Conservatories 
of Antwerp and Brussels. She also went to José Tomàs to perfect 
her playing at the “Catedra Andrès Segovia” in Spain. 
In 1986 she was the first woman to win the first prize of the “XX 
Certamen Internacional de Guitarra Francisco Tarrega”, the 
famous international guitar competition in Benicasim, Spain. 
Chairmen Andrès Segovia and Narciso Yepes, both expressed 
their admiration for Raphaella’s musicality and put prophetic 
confidence in her future achievements. 
Classical Guitarathon — Saturday, June 3 

Our popular annual tribute to local classical guitar performers.

Emanuele Buono 
Saturday, March 25

Emanuele Buono was born in Turin 
in 1987 and began to study the classical 
guitar when he was very young.  At the 
age of eighteen he was awarded a first 
class degree with honors at the Giuseppe 
Verdi Conservatory in Milan, and then 
proceeded to study at the Accademia 

Chigiana of Siena, where he obtained the certificate of merit twice.
On 27th September 2008, during the XIII International Guitar 

Congress of Alessandria, he was awarded the prestigious Golden 
Guitar as the best young concert-player of the year. Emanuele 
Buono has been awarded more than forty times in national and 
international competitions, including the prestigious Parkening 
(Malibu, USA), where he received the gold medal by a unani-
mous decision of the jury. These awards led to a request for him to 
record for Naxos and Brilliant Classics.

He has performed at several major international concert halls, 
including the Konzerthaus in Wien, Carnegie Hall in New 
York, the de Falla Hall in Madrid, the Hermitage Theatre in St. 
Petersburg, the Lysenko Hall in Kiev, the Stadtcasino in Basel, and 
is currently undertaking a concert tour at a number of renowned 
guitar festivals in Europe and the United States.

Raphaella Smits 
Saturday, April 22

Raphaella Smits plays worldwide on 
eight-string guitars and historical instru-
ments. Recognized as ‘an uncommonly 
musical guitarist’ (Tim Page, New York 
Times), she always commits to the soul 
of the music. Her solo recitals as well as 
her performances with distinguished col-

leagues always meet enthusiastic audiences and press. She has 
made 20 recordings, many of them listed as indispensable to 
refined music lovers. 

Raphaella Smits is internationally praised as an inspiring teach-
er for both guitar and chamber music. In addition to her chair at 
the Lemmens Institute in Belgium, she regularly gives master-

Sundin Music Hall 2016-17 Concert Series
 Concert Series, continued from p. 3

Sundin Music Hall is on the 
Hamline University Campus at 
1536 Hewitt Ave. in St. Paul.
Directions: from I-94, head north on 

Snelling Ave. in St. Paul, past University Ave. to Hewitt Ave. 
Turn right, Sundin Hall is on your left, a half-block east of 
Snelling. Free parking is available one block past the hall, in lots 
off Hewitt  (on your right) or off Pascal  (1 block north). 
Sundin Music Hall is handicap accessible and there is 
ample free parking available.

Stephen Kakos
Classic Guitars

ancient & modern

repair                                     restoration

952 . 472. 4732

 NAME   _______________________________________________

 ADDRESS  ____________________________________________  

  _____________________________________________________

 CITY  _________________________  ST   ___  ZIP  __________

As a member of the 
Minnesota Guitar Society, 

you receive ticket discounts 
on all MGS-sponsored 

events, a year’s subscription 
to the Guitarist and the 
opportunity to place free 
classifieds in each issue.

❐   Renewing ❐   New Member

To join the Minnesota Guitar Society, please fill out the information on this coupon and mail it to: 
Minnesota Guitar Society, P.O. Box 14986, Minneapolis, MN 55414

❐   Student $15

❐   Regular $25

❐   Family $30

❐   Patron $50 - $199

❐   Sponsor $200 - $499

❐   Benefactor $500 + 

Join the MGS today! Minnesota Guitar Society 
Members make it happen!
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News & Notes

           

 continued on p. 7

 Send Us your News
Got a CD release planned? New teaching studio or schedule? 

CoGot a CD release planned? New teaching studio or schedule? 
Concert coming up in your area? We want to hear about it! We 
want to tell the (MGS) world! Send all and any news of a guitar-
istical nature to <editor@mnguitar.org>. Nota bene: the deadline 
for each issue is the 25th of each odd-numbered month, (So, to get 
your news in the September/October issue, send it to us by July 
25).

Take our survey! We need to hear from you – included in this 
issue of Guitarist is a paper survey that you can fill out and mail 
in or you can take it online via this link: <https://www.survey
monkey.com/r/27CHCLD>.

Classical
- Kakos
- Kenny Hill
- New World
Acoustic
- Santa Cruz
- Huss & Dalton

Specializing in Classical, Acoustic, and Archtop guitars

- Huss & Dalton
- Bourgeois
- Goodall
- Hoffman
- Kopp
- Kronbauer
- Ison Archtops
- Heinonen- Heinonen

Banjos
- Stelling
- Pisgah
- Rickard
- Enoch
Mandolins
- J. Bovier- J. Bovier
Amplifiers
- Rivera
- Quilter
- Henriksen
Repair
Setups
AccessoriesAccessories

Now located at:
4151 Minnehaha Ave

Minneapolis, MN 55406
podiumguitars@gmail.com

(612) 767-2800

Also, check out our selection 
of used instruments!

Want to sell something? We 
consign!

 Summer Concerts & Festivals
Music in the Parks Summer Concerts
 Check out the St. Paul and Minneapolis Music in the Parks 

schedules online for live free music all summer!—includ-
ing your favorite Ukulele Band! Ukulele Drive - Thursday, 
August 18, Minnehaha Regional Park, 7:00 p.m.

Twin Cities Acoustic Guitar Show and 
Lowertown Guitar Festival
 August 6 and 7 – in need of volunteers! See ad in this issue 

and visit <www.twincitiesguitarshow.com>
Minnesota Bluegrass and  
old-time Music Festival
 August 11-14 - El Rancho Mañana

 <www.minnesotabluegrass.org>.
Volterra Project 
 July 7-15 - an innovative and intensive classical guitar 

workshop in the heart of Tuscany inspired and directed by 
Antigoni Goni. <www.volterraguitar.org>.

 Groups & Gatherings: 
• openStage—on summer vacation!
• Twin Cities Classical Guitar Meetup

The Twin Cities Classical Guitar Meetup is an informal 
group of players interested in getting together to perform 
pieces, attend concerts, or simply enjoy sharing ideas about 
classical guitar. Whether you are a rank beginner or a sea-
soned pro, you are welcome here. Membership is free and 
open to all. The only requirement is an interest in the fasci-
nating world of classical guitar. To find out more about our 
group, you can visit us at <www.meetup.com/classicalgui-
tar> (where you can also read about our past gatherings).

 Support our Friends
We appreciate the support of music stores and schools 

throughout the metro area who help distribute our newslet-
ter. Wherever you see copies available, please take a minute 
and thank the people in charge for helping the MGS!
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 News & Notes,  continued from p. 6

Classified Ads
Classified Ads are free to MGS members. Place ad by mail-
ing (please type or print clearly) to: MGS, PO BOX 14986, 
Mpls., MN 55414 or send an email to: <editor@mnguitar.
org>. Please limit ads to a 6-line maximum. Ads will run for a 
maximum of 6 issues (1 year) unless renewed. Ads are due 
the 15th of each odd-numbered month for the next issue. 

FLAMENCo GUITAR TECHNIQUE. Scott Mateo Davies teaches 
all-levels group class based on the Canyarotto School of Madrid, 
created by Aquilino Jimenez el Entri, in a relaxed setting that 
guarantees results. Sundays at 11 am. 2-hr session. Cost: $20. 
Also helpful to classical players (nylon-string guitar required). 
Visit <www.scottmateo.com> or call 612-749-2662.
LESSoNS: Guitar, banjo, Suzuki guitar and violin, piano, elec. 
bass, voice, mandolin! Everything from rock to blue grass. 
Instruction and instruments. Northern Pine Studios in Lino 
Lakes. Call Chris at 651-780-1625.
ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSoNS: Learn unique ways to 
improve technical ease and sound production, reduce tension, 
and resolve discomforts. Call Brian McCullough at 612-267-5154. 
Certified teacher and U of MN faculty member. Info at <www.
MN-AlexanderTechnique.com>.
1989 Kakos Classical Guitar: Indian RW, Cedar top, 655 mm 
scale, with hardshell case. Excellent condition. Single owner. 
$3200. Info: email, <pete@petehofmann.com>; phone/text, 
612-402-0171

 Recordings  by MGS Members Dan Estrem 
and Steven Beall
Dan Estrem - Estrem Plays Lawson 
<http://magnatune.com/artists/daniel_estrem> 

This recording features music written by Jeremiah Lawson (b. 
1974), a Seattle-based guitarist/composer. The unifying thread 
for all the works is experimentation with ways to synthesize the 
vocabulary of American popular and folk styles into the forms 
and developmental concepts of the Baroque and Classic era.

The five “Zombie-Sonata Rags” have Lawson using his favorite 
themes from early 19th century European guitar sonatas, and 
imagining these sonatas emerged from some swamp in America 
a century later as ragtime duets, zombies of what they were in 
a bygone era. The recording includes the “Sonata for guitar and 
ukulele,” a new work that may be appreciated by lovers of the 
diminutive, often under-rated instrument. The lively first and 
third movements, while technically challenging for the uku-
lele, make good use of the instrument’s ability to produce spicy 
chords and note-clusters. 

Daniel Estrem began his musical practice on keyboard at 
age 5 with the urging of his parents. In 1960 the fire for classical 
guitar was ignited after hearing a Segovia recording. He began 
study of the guitar at age 11 with Dr. James Condell, a teacher 
of classical and jazz guitar in Moorhead, MN. Living 60 miles 
away in Fergus Falls, the determined young student would ride 
the train to Moorhead every other Saturday for lessons. Estrem 
later studied classical guitar with Jeffrey Van in St. Paul, MN, and 
taught classical guitar at Macalester College, Augsburg College, 
and Hamline University in Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN. His affec-

tion for classical, jazz, world, popular, blues, and early music has 
made his performances somewhat difficult to classify. Rather than 
remain strictly within one genre he prefers to perform and arrange 
pieces from a variety of sources. He keeps an ever-changing reper-
toire on 8 and 6-string classical guitars, 7 and 6-string acoustic gui-
tars, 7- string jazz guitar, electric bass, 8-course renaissance lute, 
tenor ukulele, sarod and bouzouki.

In 1978 Estrem graduated from the University of Minnesota 
Dental School and the evening of graduation gave a solo concert 
at Macalester College. The concert hall date had to be reserved 
9 months in advance and the Dental School only announced its 
graduation day 6 months in advance. Although the over-sched-
uled day was somewhat of a coincidence, a friend commented that 
this was a sign that music would continue to be a passionate force 
for many years to come.
Steven Beall – Renaissance Rosettes for Guitar 
<http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/stevenbeall>

This album features seventeen radiant rosettes from the 
Renaissance garden of sound; lute music echoing through the 
winds of time, performed a half-century later on the modern clas-
sical guitar. Steve produced this charming recording as a labor 
of love and effort, in his home studio, and it is his first recording. 
Especially lovely is the Renaissance Duet section, specifically, 
Lesson for Two Lutes, (Anon).

Steven Beall began his career as a non-professional musician/
classical guitarist at age 15. Largely self-taught, he had no formal 
music education and only a handful of guitar lessons. “Although 
unorthodox, for me it was more enjoyable to learn through listen-
ing, exploration and discovery, rather than through a more formal 
approach.” Mr. Beall did have a short series of lessons at a young 
age with David Brandon, a protégé of Christopher Parkening, 
although David was only 17 at the time and he hadn’t yet left to 
study with Parkening in Bozeman, Montana. Brandon was the 
co-author of the Parkening Guitar Method Book II, and also the co-
performer in Parkening’s only duet album, “Virtuoso Duets with 
David Brandon”. 

Steven Beall has arranged and composed numerous pieces 
for classical guitar. His transcription of Claude Debussy’s last 
piece for solo piano, the haunting “Berceuse Heroique”, was pub-
lished in 2001 by the Guitar Foundation of America (GFA), in their 
“Soundboard” magazine (Vol. 27, No.3-4). His only published 
composition at present is “Calico Dreams for Marimba & Guitar”, 
a 5-movement suite available from Bachovich Music Publications, 
<bachovich.com>.

News & Notes
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The Minnesota Guitar Society
PO Box 14986
Minneapolis, MN 55414

GUITAR FoR SALE: 2009 New Masters Landler II, spruce top, 
maple back and sides, elevated fingerboard, dual sound ports, 
12 hole tie block, $650. Contact Steve Ulliman at 715-748-2457 
or <kabuslu@tds.net>. 
CLASSICAL GUITAR INSTRUCTIoN. Beginning/Advanced. 
Prof. Maja Radovanlija, University of Minnesota faculty member. 
Call 812-391-3860 or email <mradovan@umn.edu>.
FLAMENCo GUITAR LESSoNS by Diego Rowan-Martin. Come 
and learn any of your favorite Palos of the Spanish flamenco gui-
tar—beginning, intermediate and advanced levels. He studied 
with Tony Hauser and continued in Spain with great maestros 
such as Manolo Sanlúcar, Juan Manuel Cañizares, Tomatito, 
El Entri and Oscar Herrero. Afternoons & evenings, Mon.-Fri. 
Private lessons: $25/2hr. Call 612-770-9618 or e-mail: <diego 
rowan@hotmail.com>.
GUITAR LESSoNS. Any style, any level, at The St. Paul Guitar 
Studio! Individualized lessons are taught at comfortable pace. 
Studio is located in Lowertown and features individual rooms and 
a lounge. For schedules, availability, and pricing, visit the studio 
website at <www.stpaulguitarstudio.com>.
LESSoNS, CLASSES, AND ENSEMBLES: West Bank School of 
Music has 25 instructors on guitar, banjo, voice, fiddle, mandolin, 
and more. Blues, jazz, folk, bluegrass, traditional, world roots, 
and classical. Since 1970. Call (612) 333-6651 or visit <www.
westbankmusic.org>.
MUSICIANSHIP: Music Theory Software ear-training, sight-
reading, instrument study, rhythm at <musicgoals.com>. 
JAy GoRDoN TRANSCRIPTIoNS for guitar solo and duets 
now available at Strings By Mail <stringsbymail.com>. New 

transcriptions faithful to the original piano works include music of 
Albeniz and Granados, new unusual transcriptions for guitar by 
Berlioz, Ravel, Faure and Polleri. Original solos available, too. All 
available as PDF downloads under sheet music/classical guitar/
SBM Exclusive Downloads. Check it out! 
GUITAR FoR SALE: Ramirez S1 Classical. Solid European 
spruce top. Travel case included. $750 or best offer. Call Bob 
Capes @651-757-2930 <tel:651-757-2930> or e-mail:bcapes@
gmail.com
TRAVEL CASE FoR SALE. New, unused SKB I-series roll-
ing waterproof flight case for accoustic guitar. TSA locks. 
Will fit dreadnaught or grand auditorium size guitar. Model 
#3i-4217-18T.  $225. Contact Fred Jew at (612) 532-5179 or 
<willowfox14@aol.com>.
GUITARS FoR SALE: 1980 Stephen Kakos classical guitar. 
Cedar top, Brazilian rosewood back & sides, 65.5 cm scale 
length. Hard case included. $3,500. 1966 CONDE Flamenco. 
Cypress. Machines. French Polish. Excellent condition. Stephen 
Kakos (952) 472-4732 or <KakosG@aol.com>. 
GUITAR FoR SALE: 2010 Kevin Aram classical guitar, spruce/
Indian, 20th fret, played in, better-than-new condition! $8,950 
or best offer. Call Jeff Lambert at (952) 546-1429 or email <jeff 
guitar@gmail.com>.
BooKS FoR SALE: Chris Proctor (Travelogue, Fingerstyle 
Magic, Runoff), Al Petteway (Whispering Stones), Eric 
Schoenberg (Beatles), Joe Spence, Parkening Plays Bach, 
The Music of Blind Blake. $5 each (plus shipping). Email: 
<georgepseifert@gmail.com>. 

Classified Ads


