
G u i t a r i s t 
The Minnesota Guitar Society   PO Box 14986 / Minneapolis MN 55414  Vol. 35 No. 3 / Special June Issue 2019  

Minnesota Guitar Society Mission Statement 

Promote the guitar in all its stylistic and cultural diversity through 
sponsorship of public forums, concerts, and workshops.  

Serve as an educational and social link between the community 
and amateur and professional guitarists of all ages. 
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Performers (left to right) : 

 Kristian Anderson, Alan Johnston, Jacob Jonker, Sarah Hruska Olson,  

Jean Seils, Daniel Volovets, Jared Waln,  

and the 2nd Street Quartet. 

Our Annual Season-Ending Classical Guitarathon 
Saturday, June 1st at Sundin Music Hall 
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Classical Guitarathon continued on page 3 

Classical Guitarathon 

The Classical Guitarathon has a long tradition, almost as 

long as the history of our Society itself. Each year we’re 

honored to present friends and members of the Society, 

playing new music and old favorites in the best hall for 

live acoustic guitar anywhere in the Twin Cities. This 

year’s event, curated by Board member Jerry Bannach, is 

a great way to say good-bye to this concert season, and 

hello to the all-too-brief Minnesota summer. Join us! 

Watch your mailbox delivered in July for the summer 

issue of the newsletter, with a complete list of next sea-

son’s artists. Now, let’s meet the performers for June 1st… 

Minnesota native Kristian Anderson enjoys a thriving 

performing career, both in and out of the classical realm.  

A founding member of the Tantalus Quartet, he has per-

formed at venues and events throughout the world, in-

cluding Carnegie Hall, the Guitar Foundation of America 

annual convention, the Iserlohn Guitar Symposium, and 

National Polish Radioe. As a soloist, he is a gold medal 

winner of several classical guitar competitions and has 

concertized at many festivals and for many guitar socie-

ties. Kristian also performs in a variety of other settings, 

including the Broadway cast tours of Legally Blonde: The 

Musical and Matilda, electric guitar with the North Caro-

lina Symphony, and approximately 400 shows a year 

throughout the Twin Cities as a professional theater mu-

sician. A passionate educator, he heads the guitar studies 

program at North Hennepin Community College. Kristian 

lives in Minneapolis with his wife and two children. 

Alan Johnston may be best known as the founder of the 

Minneapolis Guitar Quartet (MGQ), of which he was a 

member for 16 years. During his tenure with the MGQ, he 

toured throughout the US, performing in recitals and at 

numerous festivals as well as on Minnesota Public Radio’s 

St. Paul Sunday and National Public Radio’s Perfor-

mance Today. He recorded two CDs with the MGQ on the 

Albany Label, both of which received critical acclaim in 

the US and abroad. The MGQ commissioned and premi-

ered dozens of new works from 1987 to 2002. He also 

performs with his wife, pianist Heather MacLaughlin, 

with whom he has appeared at the Kennedy Center in 

Washington DC. He has taught since 1989 at the 

MacPhail Center for Music in Minneapolis, where he 

started its Suzuki Guitar program in 1991. Over the years, 

his students have been winners at important regional and 

international competitions and have appeared on the 

NPR program From the Top. Alan received a Bachelor of 

Arts at Macalester College, and a Master of Music from 

the University of Minnesota. His principal teachers were 

José Tomás, with whom he studied for two years in Spain, 

Eli Kassner, and Jeffrey Van. 

Jacob Jonker holds a Master of Music in Guitar Perfor-

mance from the University of Minnesota, where he stud-

ied under Jeffrey Van. Prior to that, he studied under Jo-

seph Hagedorn at the University of Wisconsin–River 

Falls. While in school Jacob received first prize from the 

Schubert Club and second prize from the Thursday Musi-

cal Scholarship Competitions.  

He joined the faculty of the University of Minnesota–

Duluth in 2008, and that of the University of Wisconsin–

Superior in 2017. He has given multiple performances for 

the Minnesota Guitar Society, including solo concerts for 

the Local Artists/Community Concert series and as part 

of the annual Classical Guitarathon. In addition to solo 

recitals, he has performed in concert with the Twin Ports 

Wind Orchestra, UMD Chamber Singers, Lyric Opera of 

the North, and numerous other well-known regional en-

sembles and musicians. He has received grants from the 

Duluth Homegrown Music Festival and the Arrowhead 

Regional Arts Council.  

Jacob is also an avid electric guitarist, performing reg-

ularly around Duluth in the jazz-funk combo ZCGC 

(Zenith City Groove Collective) and the rock band The 

Formal Age.  

Jacob’s students have had the opportunity to receive 

instruction from leading classical guitar performers in-

cluding William Kanengiser, Jason Vieaux, Berta Rojas, 
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and the Brasil Guitar Duo, and they regularly attend Suzuki 

Institutes and the International Conference in Minneapolis. 

Jacob has received Suzuki pedagogy training in all 9 Suzuki 

Guitar books through the Suzuki Association of the Ameri-

cas, training with David Madsen, William Kossler, and  

Andrea Cannon. He is committed to fostering a high stand-

ard of character and musicianship in all his students. 

Sarah Hruska Olson holds a Bachelor of Arts (double 

major in music and English) from Lawrence University, a 

Master of Music in vocal performance from the University 

of Michigan, and a Bachelor of Music Education from the 

University of Minnesota. She teaches classes for children 

and older adults in a variety of community settings through 

the MacPhail Center for Music. In addition to teaching at 

MacPhail Center for Music in Minneapolis, Sarah is also a 

MacPhail voice student. Her lessons with Mary Laymon 

have provided numerous opportunities for her to sing at 

recitals, master classes, and other events. 

A native of the Twin Cities, Suzuki and traditional guitar 

teacher Jean Seils began studying classical guitar at the 

age of 10. She has now been teaching for many years, and 

found her way to MacPhail in 1998. Described as fun, laid 

back, but challenging, Jean enjoys teaching students of all 

ages, from 3 to 99. She likes to let students choose music 

they love when teaching technique. Jean can be heard per-

forming at Minnesota Guitar Society events and MacPhail’s 

faculty concerts. She has also performed in classical guitar 

master classes. In 1998, she was certified in Suzuki instruc-

tion at the Intermountain Suzuki Institute in Park City, 

Utah, and continued her studies of the Suzuki method at 

Stevens Point (WI), Beaver Creek (CO), and with Alan 

Johnston at MacPhail. She holds a Bachelor of Music from 

the University of Wisconsin–River Falls. 

Daniel Volovets is a guitarist and teacher specializing in 

classical, flamenco, Latin American, and jazz music.  

Although he was born in the US, his music is informed first 

and foremost by his Russian heritage. Daniel’s mastery of 

many musical genres and aesthetics is evident in the 

breadth of his repertoire, which spans numerous countries 

and eras. He is an accomplished arranger and composer, 

using the harmonic and tonal possibilities of the guitar in 

arrangements and compositions for both solo guitar and 

various ensembles. While continuing to pursue a career in 

music, Daniel also recently graduated from the University 

of Minnesota Medical School with an M.D. and will be 

starting a residency in psychiatry later this summer. Daniel 

has recorded seven CDs, the most recent an album inspired 

by the music of the circus titled Masquerade. He primarily 

plays guitars built by Minnesota-based luthier Stephen 

Kakos. 

Classial Guitarathon continued from page 2 

2019 Classical Guitarathon Program 

Jared Waln 

Allegro from BWV 998 by  J. S. Bach 

Allegro from Sonata in A Major by Anton Diabelli 

Felicidade by Antonio Carlos Jobim 

Jean Seils 

Fantasie by John Dowland  

Jean Seils with Sarah Hruska Olson 

Two Songs by John Dowland  

2nd Street Guitar Quartet 

El Baile de Luis Alonso by Geronimo Gimenez  

Pacific Coast Highway by Andrew York 

Daniel Volovets 

Minha Alma Canta by Daniel Volovets 

Tristorosa by Heitor Villa-Lobos 

Time Forgotten by Daniel Volovets 

Jacob Jonker 

Elegy by Johan Kaspar Mertz 

Julia Florida by Agustin Barrios 

Alan Johnston 

Six Pieces by Francesco da Milano (1497-1543) 

Ricercare No. 11    Fantasia No. 38    Ricercare No. 45 

Fantasia No. 21    Ricercare No. 38    Fantasia No. 28 

Kristian Anderson 

Variations sur un theme Django Reinhardt 

by  Leo Brouwer 

Classical Guitarathon 

Saturday, June 1st, 7:30 pm 

Tickets can be purchased in advance 

through our website <www.mnguitar.org> 

or call our reservation line 612 677 1111. 

Box office opens at 7:00 pm. 

Free parking for all Sundin Music Hall concerts 

 available in the lot 1/2 block east of the Hall, and 

in Lot E at the southeast corner of the campus 

(2 blocks from the Hall). 

Classical Guitarathon continued on page 4 
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Classical and jazz guitarist Jared Waln has performed 

throughout the US, in Arizona, Florida, Iowa, South Dako-

ta, Wisconsin, and California. He has given recitals 

throughout Minnesota at a number of universities and 

venues including Orchestra Hall in Minneapolis, MacPhail 

Center for Music, the University of Minnesota, the Univer-

sity of Minnesota–Duluth, St. Olaf College, St. Catherine 

University, the University of St. Thomas, Bethel Universi-

ty, the Schubert Club, and Jazz Central Studios. In 2015, 

he was featured as the guest solo artist with the University 

of St. Thomas String Orchestra for their annual Christmas 

concert, performing at Orchestra Hall, which was broad-

cast live on PBS. He has appeared on the Baby Blue Arts 

Program of community cable television, where he was fea-

tured as guest artist and interviewed for their local pro-

gram, performing solo classical compositions from the 

Baroque, Classical, and Romantic eras. He has appeared 

on local radio as a guest solo artist with the University of 

St. Thomas Chamber Choir in a performance at the Great 

Benson Hall at Bethel University, which was broadcast 

live on Minnesota Public Radio. Jared performs in many 

groups, churches, and theaters throughout the Twin Cit-

ies. Currently, he is principal guitarist at the Church of St. 

Michael in Stillwater. He plays for musicals, weddings, 

churches, nursing homes, private parties, and more.  

Jared was the 2015 first-place winner of the Thursday 

Musical Annual Artists Competition and first-place win-

ner of the Festival Orchestra Concerto Competition in the 

guitar category at the University of St. Thomas. Notable 

performances include Mozart’s Don Giovanni with the 

South Dakota Symphony Orchestra; Music by Judy Gar-

land as well as George Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess, a Sym-

phonic Picture, and Rhapsody in Blue with the La Crosse 

Symphony Orchestra; Joaquin Rodrigo’s Concierto de 

Aranjuez with musicians of the Minnesota Orchestra and 

the Minnesota Opera; and a featured performance with 

the Grand Symphonic Winds under director Dr. Matthew 

George at Iowa State University. 

In addition to his regular performance career, Jared is 

also involved with musical instruction. For seven years, he 

has taught private lessons at Reynold’s Music in Anoka. 

He has instructed the guitar ensemble at the St. Paul Con-

servatory for the Performing Arts and has guest-directed 

the guitar ensemble at the University of St. Thomas. Jared 

studied at the University of St. Thomas under Dr. Chris 

Kachian and at Anoka Ramsey Community College under 

Dr. Jason Vanselow. He is currently attending the Univer-

sity of St. Thomas, pursuing a master’s degree in K-12 in-

strumental music education. 

Lili Kareken, Silvia Miller, Lukas Murdych, and 

Olivia Rapp have been playing together in the 2nd 

Street Guitar Quartet for a little over six years. Their 

ages range from 13 to 16 years old, but they have been 

studying guitar for a combined total of 36 years! The 2nd 

Street Guitar Quartet has performed at the Minneapolis 

Institute of Art (Mia), the James J. Hill House (for the 

annual MN Without Poverty Dinner), the Suzuki Associa-

tion of the Americas Conference 2018, the Edina Art Fair, 

and many recitals and events at MacPhail Center for Mu-

sic including the Fall Honors Recital-2017, the MacPhail 

Suzuki Program 50th Anniversary Concert in January 

2018, and the John Holmquist Tribute Concert in January 

2019. They have participated in master classes with Mir 

Ali, Elina Chekan, Rene Izquierdo, Berta Rojas, and the 

Los Angeles Guitar Quartet. Lukas studies individual Su-

zuki guitar with Brent Weaver, while Olivia, Silvia, and 

Lili study individual Suzuki guitar with Jean Seils, at Mac-

Phail Center for Music. They are currently preparing for a 

trip this summer to Spain, where they will perform in 4 

different cities. 

Classical Guitarathon continued from page 3 
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For the Love of the Guitar: A Letter to Our Members 

As most of you know, this was a season with many challenges. We had concerts rescheduled for a 

variety of reasons including visas delayed or denied and the tragic death of an artist. Our attendance 

at those concerts was down by 30% from our average, which resulted in a loss of approximately 

$2,000 in expected ticket sales. We had budget issues—that lost revenue, a deficit carried over from 

last season, the lack of grant funding for the Sundin Music Hall series. You, our members, through 

your financial generosity and willingness to help out, got us through. We’ve had a great season of con-

certs at Sundin Music Hall. We had wonderful performances for our Showcase Series at Dreamland 

Arts. We saw new faces in the audience at every event. We launched Guitar In Our Schools.  

Thank you. 

Now we need to ask for your help again. While last season’s deficit has been erased, the start of the 

summer is always a challenging time. Fewer membership renewals. No box office revenue. With sev-

eral large expenses to meet, particularly the balance of the rental for Sundin Music Hall, due in June. 

We need to raise $3,500 between now and the end of July. If each person reading this sends us $20, 

we will meet this fundraising goal. 

In addition, please consider an early renewal of your membership, an additional gift, or the purchase 

of (extra) season tickets when you get the brochure in July, even if you’re not sure you can make it to 

all of next season’s concerts (give them to friends!). 

Our new website makes it easy to make donations and ticket purchases.  

For those of you who tend to be old-school in these matters, a check payable to MGS and mailed to 

our post office box, PO 14986, Mpls MN 55414, will always reach us. 

Every donation matters. Every membership matters. 

Returning last August as Managing Director is one of the best things that’s ever happened to me. The 

main reason for that is all the extraordinary people—the artists, the board members, the Society 

members and friends—I’ve been privileged to meet.  To each of you… 

Thanks, again.  

See you at Sundin! 

-Paul Hintz, on behalf of the Board of Directors of the Minnesota Guitar Society 
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Great River Guitar Show 

Red Wing MN has long been a weekend destination due to 

the charm of the historic downtown and the attraction of 

Lake Pepin. On September 7–8, 2019, there will be a new 

attraction in Red Wing. The Great River Guitar Show, cre-

ated by Tim Reede and co-sponsored by the Minnesota 

Guitar Society and a host of other fine guitar-related 

organizations, will have exhibitions and concerts for the 

public to enjoy, to experience the craft and music of 

stringed instruments. There will be acoustic and elec-

tric guitars, basses, mandolins, and ukuleles, plus oth-

er instrument-related products. 

Attendees can listen to the 23 performances that will 

take place during the exhibition hours. There will also be 

open acoustic jams, free movies, food trucks, giveaway 

prizes, workshops for players, and more.  

On Saturday evening at the Sheldon Theatre, there 

will be a concert by Pat Donohue, Tim Sparks, and Dean 

Magraw. On Sunday afternoon, there will be a free out-

door concert at the Harbor Bar with Annie Mack perform-

ing with her band. The exhibit venue is Minnesota State 

College Southeast at 308 Pioneer Rd Red Wing, MN. For 

more info visit  <www.greatriverguitarshow.com>. 

Newsletter News 

Our next issue mails in July and will  feature profiles of 

the artists on the 2019–20 Sundin Music Hall concert sea-

son. As always, up-to-date news can be found on our web-

site, Facebook page, or Instagram. Questions? Sugges-

tions? Got news? Deadline for summer issue is June 15rh. 

Deadline for the fall issue is August 15th. Contact 

<mgdir@mnguitar.org>.  

New Website 

Same old address, whole new look. Check it out! Renew 

your membership there, buy tickets to upcoming concerts, 

sign up for our email-reminders list. 

Opportunities for Members 

Our Society needs your help. We have established four 

committees, chaired by members of our board of direc-

tors. Each needs at least one additional volunteer:  

Membership. Help retain current members, bring back 

lapsed members, recruit new members. 

Publicity. Use social and traditional media to reach a wid-

er audience for our concerts. 

Development. Find new ways to fundraise. Assist with 

events. 

Finance. Help set up and maintain a system to track all 

revenue and expenses more accurately. 

Time commitment variable. Value to the MGS, inestima-

ble. Want to learn more? Let’s get together and talk.  I’ll 

buy the coffee! Call  me at 651 699 6827 or email me at 

<mgdir@mnguitar.org>. I’ll be glad you did. So will you! 
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These are challenging times for arts organizations, large 

and small, old and new. One of the challenges we all face 

is building the next generation of audience members. An-

other challenge, for our Society, is nurturing future play-

ers and lovers of the guitar.  

We have a plan to meet that challenge. 

Thanks to a generous grant from the Augustine Foun-

dation, and the additional support of our members and 

friends, we are glad to announce the launch of Guitar In 

Our Schools. In this program, we will partner with music 

and guitar teachers in schools throughout the Greater 

Twin Cities to provide visits by both classical guitarists 

from our Sundin Music Hall series and locally based clas-

sical guitarists, promote and establish guitar classes and 

programs during the school day, and provide performance 

opportunities for student soloists and ensembles. Modeled 

on the program created by the Austin (TX) Classical Gui-

tar Society, and those being built by guitar societies in 

Cleveland and St. Louis, Guitar In Our Schools is a new 

and exciting program for us. But it is also rooted in our 

history of providing masterclasses and workshops in the 

schools and in the community.  

The proposal to the Augustine Foundation was sub-

mitted last September and the proposal was approved in 

December. Program Coordinator Milena Petkovic and 

MGS Managing Director Paul Hintz set about making con-

tacts and booking artist visits. We intended  to launch the 

program in January with a visit to Southwest High School 

in Minneapolis by Karmen Stendler. That was the week of 

the historic cold spell, and the school was closed! In Feb-

ruary, the weather was kinder (or we were luckier) and the 

Goran Ivanovic—Fareed Haque Duo visited the guitar 

class at Ramsay Middle School in St. Paul. In March, Pro-

gram Coordinator Petkovic began a teaching assistant res-

idency at North St. Paul High School with the guitar class. 

In April, Celil Refik Kaya, as part of one very busy day, 

visited the combined music classes of that school the af-

ternoon of his concert at Sundin Music Hall. 

In addition to continuing our partnerships with 

Southwest High, North St. Paul High, and Ramsey Middle 

School, we are having conversations with other schools 

about working together next fall.  We are looking for addi-

tional funding for the program, and will add to the staff of 

teaching assistants. Look for updates on this program in 

future issues of the newsletter, and contact us if you’d like 

to know more or help out! 

 

Guitar In Our Schools 

The Ivanovic-Haque Duo helped us launch this project 

with a visit to Ramsey Middle School in February.  

Students and teachers from the North St. Paul High School music program, 

listening to Celil Refik Kaya at his informal concert-plus-Q&A. 
Celil Refik Kaya talking after his concert in North St. Paul. 



FLAMENCO GUITAR LESSONS. With Diego Rowan-Martin. Come and 
learn any of your favorite Palos of the Spanish flamenco guitar—
beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels. He studied with Tony 
Hauser and continued in Spain. Afternoons and evenings, Mon.–Fri. 
Private lessons: $25/2hr. Call (612) 770-9618 or e-mail: 
<diegorowan@hotmail.com>. 

LESSONS. Guitar, banjo, Suzuki guitar and violin, piano, elec. bass, 
voice, mandolin! Everything from rock to bluegrass. Instruction 
and instruments. Northern Pine Studios in Lino Lakes. Call Chris at 
(651) 780-1625. 

CLASSICAL GUITAR INSTRUCTION. Beginning to Advanced. 
Prof. Maja Radovanlija, University of Minnesota faculty member. 
Call (812) 391-3860 or email <mradovan@umn.edu>. 

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS. Learn unique ways to improve 
technical ease and sound production, reduce tension, and 
resolve discomforts. Call Brian McCullough at (612) 267-5154.  
Certified teacher and U of MN faculty member. Info at  
<MN-AlexanderTechnique.com>. 

EDITING and PROOFREADING SERVICES. Website content, promo-
tional material, book-length manuscripts. Thirty years experience. 
Reasonable rates. Reasonably easy to work with. Contact 
<paul@paulhintz.com>. 

GUITAR FOR SALE. Lehtela custom 7 string, “Jazz Tango” model, 
hollow body with adjustable sound holes on sides; moveable 
floating Armstrong pickup. Maple top, bubinga back/sides, sapele 
neck. $1,900. (651) 442-5397 or <cnolsnomusic@gmail.com>. 

GUITAR FOR SALE. Kennedy custom archtop jazz guitar, 17” body, 
solid spruce sunburst top, hollow body, TV Jones pickup. $2,900. 
(651)  442-5397 or <cnolsonmusic@gmail.com>. 

GUITAR FOR SALE. 2008 Stephen Kakos classical guitar.  Spruce top, 

Honduran rosewood back and sides. Excellent condition. Hiscox case 

included. $6,000. Contact Chris Garwood at 

<chrisgarwoodmusic@gmail.com> or 612-578-4057. 

Classified ads are free to MGS members. Place ad by email to <mgdir@mnguitar.org>. Limit ads to a 6-line maximum. 
All ads will run for 1 year, unless cancelled, and can be renewed. Contact the editor for deadlines and other information. 

The Minnesota Guitar Society 

PO Box 14986 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 
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