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Minnesota Guitar Society Mission Statement 

Promote the guitar in all its stylistic and cultural diversity through 
sponsorship of public forums, concerts, and workshops.  

Serve as an educational and social link between the community 
and amateur and professional guitarists of all ages. 
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The Season At-A-Glance 
Sept. 27, Friday – Levante Guitar Duo  

Oct. 19, Saturday - Rovshan Mamedkuliev  

Nov. 16, Saturday– Bokyung Byun  

Dec. 7, Saturday - Mak Grgic  

Jan. 18, Saturday – Acoustic Guitarathon 

Feb. 15, Saturday – Andrea Gonzalez Caballero  

Mar. 14, Saturday – Austin Wahl  

April 24, Friday – Raphaël Feuillâtre 

May 16, Saturday – Classical Guitarathon 

Pictured (clockwise from upper 

left): Levante Guitar Duo, Rovshan 

Mamedkuliev, Bokyung Byun,  

Mak Grgic, Austin Wahl, 

Raphaël Feuillâtre, and 

Andrea Gonzalez Caballero. 
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O 
ur upcoming series of concerts at Sundin Mu-

sic Hall promises to be something very special. 

Six soloists, one duo, seven countries of origin, 

plus two guitarathon events presenting estab-

lished, emerging, and advanced student guitarists. All in 

one of the finest concert venues anywhere in the world. 

Get your tickets now! The virtual box office is open at 

<www.mnguitar.org>. Let’s meet this season’s artists. 

September 27  /  Levante Guitar Duo 

The Levante Guitar Duo (Aleksandra Ivanovic-Lazarevic 

and Vojislav Ivanović) from Serbia has performed all over 

Europe. Their concert for our series will be part of their 

debut tour of the US.  

The music of composer Vojislav Ivanovic combines 

elements of jazz with traditional and contemporary classi-

cal music. As both a guitarist and a composer he has won 

national and international prizes. As a soloist, and in col-

laboration with various artists and orchestras, he has per-

formed in the countries of the former Yugoslavia, in Rus-

sia, and elsewhere in Europe. His diverse compositional 

output includes music for solo instruments, chamber mu-

sic, concertos, choral and orchestral works, and music for 

film, theatre, and TV. Both as a composer and a perform-

er, he has worked and recorded with such internationally 

renowned artists as Arild Andersen, Paolo Fresu, Paul 

Wertico, and Milos Petrovic. 

Since 2008, he has performed in the Levante Guitar 

Duo with his wife Aleksandra Ivanovic-Lazarevic, playing 

his original music and his arrangements for guitar duo. 

Aleksandra Ivanovic-Lazarevic started playing piano 

at the age of six and later studied jazz singing for a time, 

before turning to classical guitar. She earned her under-

graduate and graduate degrees in guitar at the Belgrade 

Music Academy. She has won prizes at national and inter-

national competitions, including the Niksic International 

Guitar Festival and Guitar-Art summer festival in Herceg 

Novi. She has been noted by audiences and critics alike 

for her delicate and emotional performing. 

 

October 19  /  Rovshan Mamedkuliev 

Rovshan Mamedkuliev has performed in major cities 

around the world. His first visit here, during the 2013–14 

season, came after winning the Guitar Foundation of 

America International Concert Artist Competition, as part 

of a solo tour in which he gave 51 concerts, as well as mas-

terclasses, throughout the US, Canada, Mexico, and 

Brazil. As a soloist, Mamedkuliev has performed with en-

sembles and orchestras throughout Europe. 

Rovshan Mamedkuliev was born in 1986 in Baku, 

Azerbaijan. Not long after, he and his family moved to 

Nizhny Novgorod (Russia) where, at age 11, he started 

taking guitar lessons. From the beginning he showed an 

exceptional musical talent. In 2004, he was accepted at 

the Nizhny Novgorod Conservatoire. He completed his 

studies with honors in 2009 and was invited to stay and 

teach at the Conservatoire. In 2014, he became a profes-

sor in the classical guitar department at the Maimonides 

Academy in Moscow. 

Mamedkuliev has premiered many new works for 

classical guitar. He also performs his own arrangements. 

He has published a book of his arrangements of music by 

Russian composers (Masters of Russian Composition: 

Alexander Borodin and Anatoly Lyadov) and an arrange-

ment of music by the Azerbaijani composer Fikret Amirov 

(6 Miniatures). 

He has recorded four CDs: Con Anima (Nizhny Nov-

gorod, Russia); a Guitar Recital CD in the Laureate Series 

on the Naxos label (Toronto, Canada); a solo CD, Semi-

Awake, Semi-Dream, on Contrastes Records (Sevilla, 

Spain); and a second CD for Naxos in 2016. 

 

November 16  /  Bokyung Byun 

Korean guitarist Bokyung Byun enjoys a reputation as 

one of the most sought-after artists in the world, sparked 

by her successes in international competitions and prov-

en by her many performances across Asia and North 

America. A true trailblazer, Byun is the first female win-

ner of the prestigious JoAnn Falletta International Guitar 

Concerto Competition. Other prizes include first-prize 

finishes at the Frances Walton Competition, the Montreal 

International Classical Guitar Competition, and the Phila-

delphia Classical Guitar Competition, second prize at the 

2018 Guitar Foundation of America International Artists 

Sundin Season continued on page 3 
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Competition, and fourth place at the 2019 Parkening Inter-

national Guitar Competition. 

Byun’s concert programs often feature contemporary 

music alongside traditional repertoire. Her skill at navi-

gating both has led to solo performances with orchestras 

and performances within orchestras as an ensemble mem-

ber. She actively contributes to the music community in 

many ways. She has given solo recitals and masterclasses 

for festivals, workshops, and guitar societies around the 

world. She has taught at the Aspen Music Festival in Colo-

rado, The Juilliard School, and in California as a primary-

school guitar instructor. 

Born in Seoul, Korea, Byun began playing guitar at age 

six. At 11, she took the stage for her first full-length solo 

recital, leading in her teen years to concert tours across 

Korea, millions of views on YouTube, and first-prize finish-

es in three competitions: the Korea Guitar Association, the 

Music Association of Korea, and the Guitar Foundation of 

America International Youth Competition. She came to the 

US, briefly studying in Los Angeles before moving to New 

York City and enrolling at The Juilliard School at age six-

teen. She holds Bachelor and Master of Music degrees from 

The Juilliard School, and is now pursuing a doctorate at 

the University of Southern California as a recipient of the 

prestigious International Artist Fellowship. 

 

December 7  /  Mak Grgic 

Mak Grgic’s career is fueled by curiosity, imagination, and 

boundless energy. His repertoire reflects his versatility and 

wide-ranging interests—from the Renaissance and Baroque 

to music of the cinema, from ethnic music of his native Bal-

kans to extreme avant-garde and microtonal music. He 

averages 85 performances a year as soloist and collabora-

tor. In 2009, Grgic made his debut in Russia, performing 

Rodrigo’s Concerto de Aranjuez with the St. Petersburg 

Symphony Orchestra. The following year, he toured the US 

for the first time, as a member of the Zagreb Guitar Quar-

tet, and also appeared at the Lancaster Festival in Ohio. 

Since that time, he has toured throughout Europe, Asia, 

and the US. 

An active entrepreneur and educator, Grgic is director 

of EuroStrings, a consortium of 17 guitar festivals in Eu-

rope, the European Guitar Festival Collaborative, the Za-

greb Guitar Festival, the Roots & Notes Interactive Music 

Festival in Croatia, and Music@Rush Hour in Los Angeles. 

He serves as director of Elemental Guitar in Santa Monica, 

a program for youth, and is an adjunct faculty member at 

Mount St. Mary’s University in Los Angeles. 

Grgic’s recordings explore the world of guitar and its 

possibilities. His latest, Balkanisms and MAKrotonal, cov-

er ethnic music, microtonal, new music, and early music on 

re-fretted instruments such as a “zig-zag fretted Bach pro-

totype guitar.” 

Born in Ljubljana, Slovenia, in 1987, Grgic studied gui-

tar in Zagreb at the Elly Basic Music Academy. By age 14, 

he was balancing his world champion status in karate with 

his love for the guitar. Throughout high school, he concer-

tized in Ljubljana and Zagreb while competing in profes-

sional martial arts contests across Europe and Asia. After 

an injury to his left thumb, he decided to focus solely on a 

career in music, completing a bachelor’s degree at the Uni-

versity for Music and Performing Arts in Vienna. Pursuing 

advanced studies in the US, Grgic was one of the first stu-

Sundin Season continued from page 2 

Information for all 
Concerts at 

Sundin Music Hall 

Tickets can be purchased in advance 

through our website <www.mnguitar.org> or 

call our reservation line   612-677-1111. 

Box office opens at 7:00 pm. 

Free parking for all Sundin Music Hall con-

certs is available in the lot 1/2 block east of 

the Hall, and in Lot E at the southeast corner 

of the campus (2 blocks from the Hall). Visit 

the Hamline University website for direc-

tions and a campus map:  

<www.hamline.edu/directions> 

Sundin Season continued on page 4 

This activity is made possible by the 

voters of Minnesota through a grant 

from the Metropolitan Regional Arts 

Council, thanks to a legislative appro-

priation from the arts and cultural 

heritage fund.  
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dents to apply for the University of Southern California 

(USC) Thornton’s Arts Leadership graduate program, 

which he incorporated into his doctoral studies in guitar. 

In 2017, he became the first guitarist ever admitted to the 

elite Artist Diploma program at USC. 

 

January 18  /  Acoustic Guitarathon 

Artists will be announced in October. 

 

February 15  /  Andrea Gonzalez Caballero 

Andrea Gonzalez Caballero of Spain has been described by 

Operaworld Magazine as “the female voice of the Spanish 

guitar.” She has been an award winner at numerous inter-

national guitar competitions, including First Prize and 

Special Prize at the XL International Competition F. Sor 

in Rome, and the XIII Alhambra International Guitar 

Competition in Valencia (Spain), at which she was the 

youngest guitarist to ever receive First Prize. 

Gonzalez Caballero has appeared at international fes-

tivals and concert series around the world. Highlights in-

clude performances at Palau de la Música in Barcelona, 

the National Auditorium and Juan March Foundation in 

Madrid, and Sinfonietta Ratingen and Neue Philharmonie 

Westfalen in Germany. Selected by the International Gui-

tar Foundation of London to perform as soloist in interna-

tional music events such as the London Guitar Festival, 

she debuted in the UK with concerts at venues such as 

King’s Cross in London and Sage Gateshead in Newcastle. 

Her 2017 CD for the Laureate Series on the interna-

tionally known Naxos label contains both the premieres of 

new guitar compositions and standard pieces of the classi-

cal guitar repertoire by master composers such as Benja-

min Britten, Isaac Albéniz, and Francisco Tárrega. 

Her career has been supported by the Alexander von 

Humboldt Foundation, DAAD (German Academic Ex-

change Service), AIE (Society of Performing Artists of 

Spain) and the Provincial Council of Guipuzcoa to study at 

the Robert Schumann Musikhochschule in Düsseldorf 

(Germany), where she graduated with honors. She is cur-

rently enrolled in the graduate program at the Peabody 

Institute of Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, as a 

student of Manuel Barrueco. 

 

March 14  /  Austin Wahl 

Austin Wahl, a native Minnesotan, has won prizes at a 

dozen competitions in the US and Canada. He has per-

formed in masterclasses for Leo Brouwer, David Russell, 

Manuel Barrueco, Sharon Isbin, Eliot Fisk, Lorenzo 

Micheli, Matteo Mela, Roland Dyens, and Raphaella 

Smits, among others. He began study of the classical gui-

tar at age five with Alan Johnston, a founding member of 

the Minneapolis Guitar Quartet. As a young artist, he  was 

active in the regionally known MacPhail Guitar Quartet 

with Xavier Jara, Henry Johnston, and Christopher Gar-

wood. Subsequently, he earned bachelor's and master's 

degrees as well as a performer's certificate at the Eastman 

School of Music in Rochester, NY, where he is currently a 

doctoral student of Dr. Nicholas Goluses. 

In addition to his classical guitar playing, Wahl enjoys 

many other styles of music. He won the 2009 youth divi-

sion of the Minnesota State Fair Bluegrass Flatpicking 

competition and has performed in a bluegrass band mas-

terclass for internationally known banjoist Bela Fleck. 

Wahl is also a member of the Rochester, NY, bluegrass 

band Kubick’s Rubes. At age 14, he built a fully functional 

electric guitar (dubbed the “Wahl-o-Caster”) with a body 

of solid purpleheart, which weighed in at nearly fifteen 

pounds. Since the fall of 2017, Wahl has led the bass sec-

tion of the Mount Hope World Singers in Rochester. 

 

April 24  /  Raphaël Feuillâtre 

Raphaël Feuillâtre is a young Paris-based virtuoso of the 

classical guitar. Born in 1996, he started classical guitar 

lessons at the age of nine, first with Hacène Addadi at 

Cholet Conservatory and later with Michel Grizard in 

Nantes. In 2014, he was accepted by the Paris National 

Superior Conservatory of Music and Dance (CNSMDP) 

into the class of Roland Dyens and his assistant Jean-

Marc Zvellenreuther and obtained his Bachelor of Per-

forming Arts degree in 2017 with highest honors. He is 

currently pursuing his master’s degree in classical guitar 

performance with Tristan Manoukian. Various intern-

ships and training courses contributed to his musical de-

velopment, in particular those with Arnaud Sans, Gabriel 

Bianco, and Judicaël Perroy, with whom he has been 

working for the past three years. He regularly performs 

his own arrangements of works by J. S. Bach, D. Scarlatti, 

and E. Granados. 

He has won prizes at numerous classical guitar com-

petitions. Among them, in 2017, he won First Prize at the 

International Guitar Competition Jose Tomas—Villa 

Petrer in Spain, and Third Prize in the Kutna Hora Inter-

national Biennial Guitar Competition in the Czech Repub-

lic. His performance on our Sundin Music Hall concert 

series is part of a 50-concert international tour arranged 

by the Guitar Foundation of America, as part of his First 

Prize, awarded at the 2018 GFA International Concert 

Artists Competition. 

 

May 16  /  Classical Guitarathon 

Artists will be announced in January. 

 

Visit our website to learn more, 

see videos of the artists, and buy tickets! 

<www.mnguitar.org> 

Sundin Season continued from page 3 
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Summer: A Time for New and Renewal 

Dear Friends, 

First, an overdue acknowledgement to those members of our Board of Directors who, after long and 

invaluable service to the Society, have stepped down over the past 10 months. To Mark Bussey, 

Joanne Backer, and Christopher Olson, we say a hearty thank you for your generosity and ongoing 

support! At the same time, we’d like to welcome Dan Lehn and Mary Ellison, who joined the Board 

over this winter, Jerry Bannach, who returned last fall for another term, and Scott Criqui, who will join 

our board in September. Please see our next issue for profiles of all those currently on board. 

Next, a word of thanks to the dozen members whose generous responses to our appeal (on this page 

in the last newsletter) have raised $2,850 of the $3,500 we need to raise by the end of July. To meet 

the rest of our goal, we hope you all will consider an early renewal of your membership, an additional 

donation, or the purchase of (extra) season tickets. Even if you can’t come to all of next season’s con-

certs, you know concert tickets make a great gift to family and friends! 

The season brochure will mail in mid-July. For  those who are digital and virtual in their preferences, 

our new website makes it easy to make donations and ticket purchases. But a check payable to MGS 

and mailed to our post office box, PO 14986, Mpls MN 55414, will always reach us. 

Every donation matters. Every membership matters. Thanks, again.  See you at Sundin! 

-Paul Hintz, Managing Director 

Newsletter News 

Our next issue mails right after Labor Day and will feature profiles of 

the fall artists on the Sundin Music Hall concert season. As always, 

up-to-date news can be found on our website, Facebook page, or 

Instagram. Questions? Suggestions? Got news?  Deadline for the fall 

issue is August 15th. Contact <mgdir@mnguitar.org>.  

Opportunities for Members 

Our Society needs your help. We have established four committees. 

Each needs at least one additional volunteer:  

Membership. Help retain current members, bring back lapsed mem-

bers, recruit new members. 

Publicity. Use social and traditional media to reach a wider audience 

for our concerts. 

Development. Find new ways to fundraise. Assist with events. 

Finance. Help set up and maintain a system to track all revenue and 

expenses more accurately. 

Time commitment variable. Value to the MGS, inestimable. Want to 

learn more? Let’s get together and talk.  I’ll buy the coffee! Call  me at 

(651) 699 6827 or email me at <mgdir@mnguitar.org>. I’ll be glad 

you did. So will you! 
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The August 17, 2019 edition of the Lowertown Gui-

tar Festival, St. Paul’s free, outdoor, one-day music festi-

val with a six-string slant, has announced a diverse lineup 

of artists and community activities. The festival begins at 

noon with workshops open to the public as well as a stu-

dent spotlight and setups from local luthiers, pedal makers, 

guitar shops, and larger sponsors. Expos throughout the 

festival site, a community jam sponsored by the Minnesota 

Bluegrass and Old Time Music Association and led by Bill 

Cagley, a gear swap, and other lakeside activities make this 

an event suitable for all ages of music lovers. Longtime fes-

tival sponsor Willie’s American Guitars will be on site as 

well. Performers include multi-instrumentalist and looping 

artist Taylor Seaberg, festival mainstay and guitar hero 

Greg Koch, and Minnesota-based artists Jeremy Ylvisaker, 

Mike Michel, and Paul Metzger. New festival partners in-

clude MacPhail Center for Music with student and faculty 

performances throughout the day, the Minnesota Guitar 

Society, and the Minnesota Bluegrass and Old Time Music 

Association. Find, friend, and follow the festival on Face-

book for updates and more information. 
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Guitar In Our Schools 
These are challenging times for arts organizations, large 

and small, old and new. One of the challenges is building 

the next generation of audience members. Another, for 

our Society, is nurturing future players and lovers of the 

guitar. Guitar In Our Schools is the Minnesota Guitar So-

ciety’s plan to meet those challenges. 

Thanks to a generous grant from the Augustine Foun-

dation and the additional support of our members and 

friends, we are glad to announce the launch of  this pro-

gram, in which we will partner with music and guitar 

teachers in schools throughout the Greater Twin Cities to 

provide visits by both classical guitarists from our Sundin 

Music Hall series and locally based classical guitarists, 

promote and establish guitar classes and programs during 

the school day, and provide performance opportunities for 

student soloists and ensembles. Modeled on the programs 

of guitar societies in Austin (TX), Cleveland, and St. Louis, 

Guitar In Our Schools is a new program for us. But it is 

rooted in our history of providing masterclasses and 

workshops in the schools and in the community.  

The proposal to the Augustine Foundation was sub-

mitted last September and the proposal was approved in 

December. We began making contacts and booking artist 

visits. In February,  the Goran Ivanovic—Fareed Haque 

Duo visited the music class at Ramsay Middle School in 

St. Paul. From late March through April, Program Coordi-

nator Milena Petković was a teaching assistant in resi-

dence with the guitar class at North St. Paul High School  

In April, Celil Refik Kaya, as part of one very busy day, 

visited the combined music classes of that school the af-

ternoon of his concert at Sundin Music Hall. 

This fall, we will work closely with the impressive gui-

tar program at Southwest High School in Minneapolis, 

built and directed by Ruth LeMay. In addition, we plan to 

partner with Roosevelt High School in Minneapolis. Visits 

to those schools and others by all the Sundin Music hall 

artists are scheduled. We are looking for additional fund-

ing for the program, and will add to the staff of teaching 

assistants. Look for updates in future issues of the news-

letter. 

If you’d like to help out, our first need is guitars! 

Please consider donating that second-best, still-playable-

and-tunable-but-no-longer loved instrument. Contact 

<mgdir@mnguitar.org> for more info. 

Showcase Concert Series 
We launched this series at Dreamland Arts in St. Paul last 

spring, presenting two wonderful concerts, by Milena 

Petković and Nikola Korovljev in April, and by Filip Živa-

nović and Momcilo Aleksandric in May— all graduate stu-

dents in the highly regarded guitar program at the Univer-

sity of Minnesota. Next season, we will again partner with 

Dreamland Arts to present four such concerts. In addition 

to featuring emerging artists from the U of MN program, 

we will work with area schools involved in Guitar In Our 

Schools to present some of the outstanding young guitar 

talent emerging in our area. See the fall issue of this news-

letter for the details, being set as we now go to press. 



FLAMENCO GUITAR LESSONS. With Diego Rowan-Martin. Come and 
learn any of your favorite Palos of the Spanish flamenco guitar—
beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels. He studied with Tony 
Hauser and continued in Spain. Afternoons and evenings, Mon.–Fri. 
Private lessons: $25/2hr. Call (612) 770-9618 or e-mail 
<diegorowan@hotmail.com>. 

LESSONS. Guitar, banjo, Suzuki guitar and violin, piano, elec. bass, 
voice, mandolin! Everything from rock to bluegrass. Instruction 
and instruments. Northern Pine Studios in Lino Lakes. Call Chris at 
(651) 780-1625. 

CLASSICAL GUITAR INSTRUCTION. Beginning to Advanced. 
Prof. Maja Radovanlija, University of Minnesota faculty member. 
Call (812) 391-3860 or email <mradovan@umn.edu>. 

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS. Learn unique ways to improve 
technical ease and sound production, reduce tension, and 
resolve discomforts. Call Brian McCullough at (612) 267-5154.  
Certified teacher and U of MN faculty member. Info at  
<MN-AlexanderTechnique.com>. 

GUITAR FOR SALE. Lehtela custom 7 string, “Jazz Tango” model, 
hollow body with adjustable sound holes on sides; moveable 
floating Armstrong pickup. Maple top, bubinga back/sides, sapele 
neck. $1,900. (651) 442-5397 or <cnolsnomusic@gmail.com>. 

GUITAR FOR SALE. Kennedy custom archtop jazz guitar, 17” body, 
solid spruce sunburst top, hollow body, TV Jones pickup. $2,900. 
(651)  442-5397 or <cnolsonmusic@gmail.com>. 

GUITAR FOR SALE. 2008 Stephen Kakos classical guitar.  Spruce top, 

Honduran rosewood back and sides. Excellent condition. Hiscox case 

included. $6,000. Contact Chris Garwood at 

<chrisgarwoodmusic@gmail.com> or (612) 578-4057. 

Classified ads are free to MGS members. Place ad by email to <mgdir@mnguitar.org>. Limit ads to a 6-line maximum. 
All ads will run for 1 year, unless cancelled, and can be renewed. Contact the editor for deadlines and other information. 

The Minnesota Guitar Society 

PO Box 14986 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

DATED MATERIAL … PLEASE RUSH 
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